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» Duder Construction are proud to be the licensed agents
for Heritage Buildings Whangarei

Heritage Homes using today’s
materials and bulldmg Sp ecifications + Specialising in recreating period-style villas,
to create a timeless home glowing bungalows & cottages

* A member of the Master Builders Association

* Individualising a plan to suit your unique lifestyle situation
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Call Jaimie Duder for an appointment
to see all the Heritage Homes building
options available to you.
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10 Finlayson Street,Whangarei
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Call our free line 0508 40 30 20 www.heritagebuildings.co.nz
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MAKING A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE
It's often said that the world is full of
ordinary people doing extraordinary things.
Sandra McKersey is a prime example.

Sandra keeps on achieving remarkable
things, some of which attract the kind of
publicity she doesn't want or need for her
own sake - like this two-page article and
Front Cover. She will be mortified!

Truth is, people such as Sandra have an
attitude to life that is anything BUT ordinary
—and it is inspirational. Hers is an attitude
based on positivity. It speaks of personal
responsibility and accountability. No time
for mucking around. No excuses. Get on
with it. Make things happen. Love and help
others. We're all a long time dead ... you
get the picture?

The more who learn about Sandra the
better. Reading about her life may in turn
inspire you to make a world of difference!
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SAVOUR ¢ FABULOUS FEIJOAS
"Tis the season. David Muir and Annie
May Terra have facts and a recipe. * 04

PROFILE ¢ SANDRA MCKERSEY
A Whangarei Rotarian making a world
of difference helping orphans. * 06
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Local people, products, services.

/BUYING OR SELLING
How to avoid bad business deals. By
Rudy Kokx of Link Northland. ¢ 08

/LIVING The first six villas at the
Anchorage Village, Marsden Cove,
have been completed. Village manager
Howard Jury outlines progress. ® 09

/POLITICS

Whangarei MP Dr Shane Reti says
scrapping the four-lane highway to
Whangarei is highway robbery. ¢ 10

Summer is long gone (sigh). And
what do we have to amuse us going
into the very Winter of our Autumn?

Well, there's Mother's Day on Sunday
May 13. You only get one mother in
your life. So if your Mum is still with
us, do something special for her.

There's an event of apparently global
significance to entertain us on Saturday
May 19 — a Royal Wedding, no less.

This is the earth-shattering climax (pun
intended) of that true love story, When
Harry Met Meghan. I'm not sure why,
but nearly everyone in the whole wide
world loves a royal wedding. All the
best to the deliriously happy couple!

- AMUS

/TIMBER

Lee Thompson from Waipu timber
manufacturer Northpine says the days
of visually grading Framing timber are
long gone. » 11

PLACE - WHAT'S IN A NAME?
WALTON / MAUNGATAPERE

Rae Roadley outlines how the pioneer
brothers Henry and Charles Walton
connected town and country. © 12

ARTS - PLAID IN STYLE

Designers and volunteers are preparing
for Art'nTartan, Waipu's big annual
Wearable Arts show in July. © 13

WHEELS ° THE GREAT ESCAPE
Petrolhead David Muir escapes to the
coast in a Ford Escape Trend. * 14

FINALE - MATCH, HATCH, DISPATCH
Mr Ed writes an open letter to Her
Majesty The Queen. But will it ever
get posted? * 15

—D ...

No sooner will we have recovered

from aforementioned wedded bliss
than the countdown will begin to the
next media frenzy, scheduled for mid-
June. I shall call it Jacinda's Baby.
You have to hand it to the PM. She
is so relentlessly confident she decided
on the date of the Northcote by-election
(Saturday June 9) based on her 'baby
due date', which is one week later. T hope
someone has whispered to her by now that
babies don't always arrive on schedule.
In between such gob-smacking
highlights we will just press on with
daily life and count the many blessings
of living in the best part of Godzone!
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04 | SAVOUR ¢ FABULOUS FEIJOAS

THE GARDENER, DAVID MUIR,
AND THE FOODIE, ANNIE MAE
TERRA, COLLABORATE TO
PROFILE THIS AMAZING TREE
AND ITS HEAVENLY FRUIT.

How to pronounce the word ‘feijoa’?
Most Kiwis would say: ‘fee-joe-a’. But
given that this subtropical fruit is named
in honour of Portuguese botanist Jodo
da Silva Feij6 — pronounced ‘fay-ho’
in his country’s language — perhaps
most of us have got it wrong.

That’s just one of the interesting
trivial facts about Acca sellowiana,
the feijoa or pineapple guava. Here’s
another — feijoa does not rate a mention
in the benchmark reference book
Sturtevant’s Edible Plants of the World.

FABULOU

In the late 19th century, Dr E Lewis
Sturtevant was commissioned by the New
York Agricultural Experiment Station
to “discover, verify, and disseminate”
information about edible plants. The
remarkable Mr Sturtevant found precisely
2897 such plants worldwide, including
a few obscure ones from New Zealand,
but missed the heavenly feijoa!

The feijoa tree originates in South
America — from hill country spread from
southern Brazil to northern Argentina.

It was ‘discovered’ by a German
botanist, Freidrich Sellow, in 1815.
Though we perceive it to be a subtropical

fruit tree, it needs about 50 days per
year of chill (ie cooler weather) for

really prolific fruiting to occur. In
fact, in New Zealand it grows quite
successfully as far south as Invercargill.
Feijoa trees grow in just about any
soil in New Zealand, provided that the
soil is not waterlogged in winter. It is
also the most wind-resistant fruit tree
of all. It begins to produce fruit at an
early age; depending on the variety, the
fruit ripens from March until late May.
The feijoa is a very worthwhile and
easy fruit tree for the home garden.
Remember the fuss about Myrtle Rust?

It begins to produce fruit at an early age ... the
fruit ripens from March until late May ...

New Client Hair Special

Cut & Colour 119

Package includes:

e All-Over Colour or Half Head of Foils*
* Shampoo Service & Head Massage

e Colour Lock Treatment

e Style Cut & Blowdry Finish
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Feijoa is in the Myrtle family. But as
of 1 March 2018 only a single solitary
feijoa shrub has been found in New
Zealand with the fungus disease on it.

Given this low evidence of
susceptibility, there are currently no
Government restrictions on the growing,
movement or sale of feijoa plants.

Feijoa fruits are at their very best
the day they fall naturally from the
shrub. Any earlier, and they’re not the
sweetest. Any later and they soften
to mush. A daily collection of the
dropped fruit is recommended. It helps
if there is lawn underneath the shrub
— it reduces bruising of the fruit.

A clue to the complex flavour is given
by the name - pineapple guava. The
flavour is rather sweet, but with a hint
of mint — rather ‘fruit-salad-ish’. ®

valued up to $239!

Our promise to youw is hair you'll love, or your money back!

New Client Beauty Special at Vivo Kamo!

Hydrating Facial 39

45 minutes of pampering normally valued at $79!

Valid for clients who have not had a Teclal service 8l Vivo before of has nol had a Feclal service al Viva in the past siy
manths. Can not be used in conjunciion with any ofher offer or voucher, VaRd until 31t July 2078 Valkd at Vivo Kamo anly,

0800 400 300

Josalon.co.nz

09 438 9690 | 16 Rathbone Street, Whangarei
09 435 6597 | 563 Kamo Rd, Kamo, Whangarei
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Vi iy the last & moenths Valid wih sehcted Sonior Siyiists only. EXTRAS: Hale pht shoubder length or thick hair fram 510 extra, Upgrade o full hood
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FEIJOA FACT FILE
Alternative names: pineapple
guava, guavasteen

Botanical name: Acca sellowiana

Family: Myrtaceae (same family
as guava, clove and eucalyptus)

History of cultivation:

> First collected in the wilds of
southern Brazil in 1815 by German
botanist Freidrich Sellow.

> Introduced into Europe by
French botanist amd horticulturist
Edouard Andre. German

botanist Otto Karl Berg named
'feijoa’ after Jodo da Silva Feijo,

a Portuguese botanist born

in the colony of Brazil. Feijo

was director of the Natural History
Museum at San Sebastian, Spain,
during the Colonial period.

> Introduced to California around
1900 and to NZ in the 1920s.

General description: An
evergreen, perennial shrub or

small tree. Grows 1-7 metres high;
an ornamental or fruiting tree.
Produces an attractive burst of

red flowers in spring. Leaves are
coloured green on the upper surface
and silvery grey on the under side.

> Oval-shaped fruit, about
20mm-80mm long, and a dull green
colour with a whitish bloom. The
skin is thin and generally inedible,
and encloses a whitish layer of
granular flesh and a central mass

of translucent jelly-like pulp.

> feijoafeijoa.wordpress.com

Special Mother’s Day Lunch available from 11.30-2pm.
Dinner service daily from 5pm.
See our online “Events” page for upcoming specials.

farnorth

CRUMBLE

This is a fairly plain dessert which avoids
mixing the feijoas with other fruits.
(Apples and/or bananas are included

in many recipes.) As a result, you’ll

get the true feijoa flavour, without the
distraction of others. You’ll need a 1.5
litre (6 cup) ovenproof dish, shallower
rather than deeper. This recipe serves

4 — increase amounts proportionately

if you’re feeding a bigger whanau.

... hamed in honour of
Portuguese botanist
Joao da Silva Feijo -
pronounced 'fay-ho' in
his country’s language

FEIJOA CRUMBLE ¢ SAVOUR | 05

Ingredients

Melted butter (for greasing the dish)
110gms (3/4 cup) plain flour

100gms (1/2 cup) brown, or
muscovado, or rapadura, sugar
75gms chilled butter, chopped

into small pieces

50gms (1/3 cup) chopped almonds,
or chopped macadamias

4 teaspoon ground cinnamon (use less,
but not more, according to taste)

12 to 16 ripe feijoas — that should
half-fill your oven dish, depending on
the size of the fruit and your dish!
Cream, or softened plain

(vanilla) ice cream, to serve.

Method
¢ Preheat oven to 180° Celsius

e Grease the oven dish with melted butter

e (A g
WY

Combine the flour and brown sugar in a
bowl, then rub in the chilled butter with
your fingertips (like the old-fashioned
way of making scone dough) until

the mixture resembles breadcrumbs

Add the cinnamon and chopped
nuts, mix evenly through

Peel the feijoas, cut into slices
of 1 centimetres, and layer
randomly in the greased dish

Sprinkle the crumble mixture
evenly over the feijoas

Bake for 30 minutes or until the
topping is golden and the fruit
is tender. Test with a skewer

Serve hot, with poured cream. Be
generous to yourself — a little indulgence
won’t hurt you now and then. ®

DINNER VENUE
Oﬁ@l’b 7 Da/?& e Book Online

WWW.

dining.co.nz

Restaurant 09 459 5380
Takeout 0800 REDPIZZA

Stylish dining in a relaxed
& friendly atmosphere

cut flowers are
sure to make
mum’s day!

CAFE ¥ BOTANNIX

and enjoy*
our garden

Corner Water & Central Avenue, Whangarei.
Ph 09 430 4070 Open 7 days 8.30 - 5.00pm
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MAKING
A WORLD OF

DIFFEERENCE

JOHN LAZENBY TALKS TO A
WHANGAREI ROTARIAN WHO
IS ACHIEVING EXTRAORDINARY
THINGS WORKING WITH AN
ORPHANAGE IN BANGLADESH

Sandra McKersey, the founder of
education provider People Potential,
has made a habit of turning around
the lives of people in Northland. Now
she is making a world of difference.

A recent visit to Whangarei by
members of the Rotary Club of Midtown
Narayanganj, a city 25km south of
Dhaka, Banglaedesh, has set the seal
on a remarkable chain of events.

The story begins three years ago,
when Sandra was visiting a sewing school
at the Alhaj Amizuddin Orphanage in

Narayanganj; a long-serving member of the

Rotary Club of Whangarei South, Sandra
was auditing a Rotary project there.

Fit a Fujitsu

|

“The sewing school helps destitute
women and orphans get a job and
become independent,” she explains. “We
instantly built a rapport with the people
we met, and they became our friends.”

During her visit Sandra was shown the
plans for a three-storey boys’ dormitory
in the grounds of the orphanage. She was
shocked by the dilapidated conditions in
which the boys were living at the time.

“The building was appalling — no
better than a corrugated iron shack — and
there were some 50 kids there. As there is
little funding available globally for bricks
and mortar, their plans (for a dormitory)
seemed like an impossible dream.”

However, the thought nagged away
at her and, after returning home, she
came up with an idea to fund the
dormitory and called it 'Buy a Bed'.

“It wasn’t about beds, it was about
building. I galvanised myself into action.

and WIN® a week ' ;
on a Pacific Island! ~

By using the team at

09 438 1718 - admin@climatechnz.co.nz

VENTILATION  AIR CONDITIONING ~ REFRIGERATION ~ ELECTRICAL 24 HOURS  NORTHLAND WIDE

Now you have two ways
to keep warm this winter!

Buy a Fujitsu Heat Pumh between 1t Apr - 28" Sept 2018
and enter the draw to win a holiday for two to a Pacific
Island, including airfares and accommodation. *7ec's apply.

O
FUJITSU

“If you’re going to do something like
that, you’ve got to be prepared to
move heaven and earth to do it.”

She raised $20,000 and, with input
from the Rotary Club of Whangarei
South, the Rotary Club of Midtown
Narayanganj and her own finances, the
“impossible dream” became a reality.

Construction began in 2016 and,
although the ground floor is now
complete, Sandra continues to fundraise.

When the Bangladesh Rotarians visited
Whangarei last month, they presented her
with a hand-carved wooden replica of
the dormitory — perfect in every detail.

“It’s beautifully made, from one piece
of Burmese teak - like a sculpture. I
was so touched. You never know where
life is going to take you, and I certainly
never imagined going to Bangladesh.

“The building of the dormitory would
be an absolutely colossal undertaking.

SCENE MAY 2018

IMAGES
This page, left: Sandra McKersey at home
with the hand-carved miniature of the
dormitory building being built near Dhaka,
Bangladesh.

This page, above: Details from the
dormitory miniature, hand-made from a
single piece of Burmese teak.

Facing page, clockwise top to bottom:
The living conditions at the orphanage
when Sandra visited in 2015 — "no more
than a corrugated iron shack"; the ground
floor of the new dormitory was opened
earlier this year and named in honour of

its principal benefactor; Rotarians from
Bangladesh visited Whangarei in April;
Sandra with two boys from Dhaka.

“A lot of Bangladesh is plagued by
flooding so, among other things, we had
to ensure our building was flood-proof.”

Getting it built has been nothing short
of a quantum leap. The project is still an
ongoing story, Sandra adds, but already
more than 100 boys are living there.

“I went back to Bangladesh in
February, and it looks phenomenal. It’s
incredible to think there was nothing
there before. It’s so exciting to see the
kids living in such beautiful conditions.
It’s beyond my wildest imagination.”

The return trip by members
of the Rotary Club of Midtown
Narayanganj to Whangarei was a
resounding success. The highlight was
undoubtedly a visit to the education
training provider, People Potential, in
Keyte Street, including a powhiri.

“The outstanding Kapa Haka group
gave our guests a great welcome.

CLAPHAMS 223

NATIONAL CLOCK MUSEUM AP

Guided tours available

Open 7 days 9am-5pm

Dent Street, Town Basin, Whangarei
www.claphamsclocks.com

Souvenirs

Tel:
Clocks

09 438 3993
Watches
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“They were very impressed by our
students and staff, and enjoyed their tour
of the campus. We may be two countries
wide apart — geographically and in other
ways — but the human connection was very
powerful that day. You could really feel it.

“We took them to all the sights in
Whangarei and interspersed it with a bit
of tenpin bowling — we even had some
fun competitions between New Zealand
and Bangladesh — and they loved what
they saw. They formed a strong bond
with New Zealand and appreciated
the friendliness and helpfulness.”

Not even a broken ankle, sustained
only hours before the visit to People
Potential, could prevent Sandra from
participating fully in proceedings.

“You just have to get on with it and
keep going,” she says, matter-of-factly.
“There’s so much to do. Anyway, once you
start something like that, it’s hard to stop.”

Great-grandmother Sandra has no
intentions of stopping or slowing down.

“The building is not yet finished, and
we still need people’s help. Bangladesh
has a population of 160 million
people in a land mass half the size of
New Zealand. The building is also
an ongoing facility; it’s about all the
future kids who are going to live there.
We need to think about them, too.”

Sandra describes herself as a kind
of global citizen — and admits she has
been lucky to have that opportunity
— but, for all her achievements, she
remains an “under-the-radar person”.
And that’s the way she likes it.

“I don’t see my life as being particularly
remarkable. ’'m just someone who’s very
focused and passionate about what they
do. Things aren’t going to happen on
their own, so you have to make them
happen. I also believe that if you accept

SANDRA MCKERSEY ¢ PROFILE | 07

responsibility for things when they go
wrong, then you also have to accept what
comes your way when things go right.”
While she’s effecting positive
change internationally, Sandra’s heart
remains rooted in Whangarei.
It was here, 27 years ago, that she
started People Potential in a tiny flat
in Dundas Road, Riverside — her living
room doubling up as the office.
“We weren’t sure we’d survive,”
the former teacher remembers. But
survive they did. In 2010, Sandra
was awarded a QSM for services to
education and the community.
“People Potential is now among
the largest education providers in the
country, which is a great achievement,
but with it comes a huge responsibility.”
Their core philosophy is about
bringing the best out of individuals, and
that includes staff as well as students.

“We have a history of training people
from the reception area; that way they
can learn the business from the grassroots
up. The team are nurtured — I like to
call it the cycle of positivity. We believe
people can be brilliant, and we encourage
that brilliance to come forward.”

Family is also key to Sandra.

“It’s fantastic that my daughter, Andrea
[Ross], is the managing director at People
Potential and her husband, Kevin, is
finance manager. 'm proud of them.”
There are two other whanau in Sandra’s
life: the team at People Potential and
the Rotary Club of Whangarei South.

“Surround yourself with the right people
and there’s nothing that can stop you. I
sometimes think, when I’'m sitting around
the table with our team at People Potential,
there’s no problem we can’t solve.”

Sandra is convinced that Whangarei
remains a huge pool of untapped potential.
“Each of us has a unique set of skills.

If you don’t use them, you’re going to
be missed. A country like New Zealand
needs everyone to do their bit.” H

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

'BUY A BED' FOR BANGLADESH

If you would like to donate $400 to the
Buy a Bed project, send your donation to:
Rotary Club of Whangarei South,
Account: 03-0497-0313562-00

Please supply your name and

address, specifying that you want

your money to go to Buy a Bed.

AP S BECTATERATES
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Open from 7am-5:30pm
 Experienced, enthusiastic educators

Cit * Excellent child-teacher ratios TESTIMONIAL
1 y e Casual enrolments welcome with flexible hours “My children were so
C h il d care happy and excited
11 Hunt St, Whangarei | Phone 09 430 7378 to go to Smiths City,
Centr e X . they would ask to go
Email smithsccc@xtra.co.nz LIXE US OR at the weekend!”
www.smithsccc.co.nz ‘] faCEhDDk — Parent
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Highway robbery!
Four-laning has

scene |E| business

been scrapped

Whangarei MP Dr Shane Reti
says the government's recent
cancellation of the four-

lane highway to Whangarei

is disappointing, but not
unexpected, news — but we
can keep moving forward.

IT WAS A SIGNIFICANT DAY AND
a significant issue, that saw all three
Northland mayors, backed by Northland’s
two general electorate MPs, in Wellington to
lobby for roads.
| commend my colleagues for working
together as elected representatives and
carrying the voice of the community.
Consider this: Nearly every representative
in Northland, and nearly every business
in Northland, all advocating the same
vision — that our collective economic
priority is the extension of the Northern
Motorway. Unfortunately, Minister Phil
Twyford has washed his hands of the project,
opting instead for a few extra passing lanes
and some barriers — unbelievable.

To add salt to the regional wound, when
pressed about upgrading State Highway
16, our only alternative route North from
Auckland, Minister Twyford replied that
there were no current passing lanes, and no
future plans for passing lanes.

As far as we can tell, the four-lane
highway will progress from Puhoi to
Warkworth, now on the outskirts of
Auckland, and possibly on to Wellsford,
which is rapidly becoming a suburb
of Auckland.

Do you see the common theme here?
Auckland, Auckland, Auckland. It seems
that the four-lanes to Whangarei have been
sacrificed for rail in Auckland, and other
coalition side deals.

As | write this today, Minister Twyford
has announced a $28 billion funding
package for Auckland roading and
public transportation projects. Yes,
Northland roading has definitely been
sacrificed for Auckland.

It is also revealing to see which other
Northland MPs backed the collective.
Kelvin Davis clearly stood with the Labour
Government, and when | asked Minister
Twyford if the four-lanes had been

supported by NZ First, he wrote to me
saying he’d received “no communications
from NZ First on this matter”. It is obvious
now those who support Northland, and
those who do not.

This decision is very disappointing and
short-sighted, but let’s not get hung up on
these barriers. We can dust ourselves off
and we can keep moving forward.

This Government needs to get in behind
Northland, not stand in our way, and | will be
working to ensure that they do.

If you would like to join the conversation,
head to my Facebook page and let me
know what you think. Or, if you would like

to see me, call into my office on 105 Lower
Cameron Street.

| am confident that Northland will
continue growing, and against the backdrop
of this news and there is now the faint taste
of — we did it anyway and we told ya so. B

More information

Ph: 09 438 9992

Email: shane.reti@parliament.govt.nz
www.facebook.com/drshanereti
www.shanereti.co.nz

With architecturally designed homes, professionally
landscaped gardens and a stunning location, Quail Ridge is at
the forefront of luxury living for over 55’s.

Come and see what sets us apart ... we share the capital gain!

Last sites in Stages 1 - 3 available now!

QUAILRIDGE

COUNTRY CLUB

82 Rainbow Falls Road, Kerikeri

Phone: 0800 QUAIL RIDGE or (09) 401 6479
Email: info@quailridgecc.co.nz
www.quailridgecc.co.nz

Regular enterta

- - Great venue for
» Corporate m e r'
+ FullTAB + 16 gami
+ Courtesy coaches
+ Pool + Full-size snt
- Covered outdoor are
Fully air-conditior

|::l‘ i

0914351765, MeldrumiSMKamo)

building facilities

;-" transport options
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our website 4
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1 _’kts welcome.
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SPECIALISED SERVICES
Plumbing
Gasfitting

Under Floor Heating
Mechanical Services
Sheet Metal Fabrication

Heaters

PLUMBING

Contact us to get a free/ no obligation
quote on all your

Energy Saver

Corner of Poto St & Porowini Ave, Whangarei
Hours: Mon - Fri, 7.30am - 5pm

Phone: 09 438 0192
www.gasworksandplumbing.co.nz

home heating or
heating requirements.
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Gas Water
Heating

Freestanding and
Inbuilt Gas Fires
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Be sure to choose
tested timber

Can you tell how strong a
piece of timber is just by
looking at it? Lee Thompson
from Northpine, timber
manufacturers of Waipu, says
the days of visually grading
Framing timber are gone.

EARTHQUAKE DAMAGE IN CHRISTCHURCH
and Kaikoura is a sobering reminder that
when we build, we need to remember that
homes and structures are sometimes tested
beyond their limit.

Northpine — manufacturers of Northbeam
timber beams and posts — understands
that timber strength or stiffness cannot be
determined just by looking at it. That’'s why
we have a rigorous machine stress-testing
regime that is independently verified and
BRANZ-Appraised.

We also know that structurally tested,
verified timber products are superior to the
more traditional No.1 Framing, yet we still
receive requests for No. 1 Framing timber.

When this visual grading process has
been shown to be unreliable, the question
has to be: WHY?

Fit for purpose

Structural timber grades that need to
be confirmed for stiffness and strength
were introduced in late 2004 because
of concerns over the performance of the
younger crop pine trees being harvested.

Radiata pine from different regions and
of different ages has various strength and
stiffness characteristics, yet many people
— including some in the timber industry —
don’t understand that modern technology
allows us to test each structural member
and ensure it is fit for purpose.

A 1997 study conducted by the Forest
Research Institute showed conclusively that
visual grading gave different performance
characteristics depending on which region
the timber came from. The result showed
that out of the six regions tested at that
time, only two met the actual requirements

that visual grading was designed to achieve.

For more on the science, go online to:
www.northpine.co.nz/northbeam

Nowadays, each timber manufacturing
company creates its own grade rules
allowing them to generate products that
meet or exceed the criteria specified in the
NZ Standards. These products are then
tested to ensure they are ‘fit for purpose’.

The results are further audited by an
independent third party.

The Grade Verified (GV) timber brand
signifies that the product is licensed by
GradeRight (NZ) Ltd, a company with proven
performance of third party monitoring and
auditing of wood quality. So why wouldn’t
you use verified products and ensure you
have additional protection?

As part of builders’ ongoing training for
LBP requirements, Northpine undertakes
‘The Strong Stuff Challenge’. We ask
participants to estimate the force (in
kilograms) required to break a piece of
90x45 (4x2) in a test machine.

To make it more interesting, we often
bore a few large holes in the piece to
simulate large knots. We don’t really know
what is going to happen — as you can only
break the board once — but it is interesting

to note the surprised looks when some of
these take around two tonnes of pressure
to break!

This just goes to show that without
testing and verifying the timber it is very
difficult to tell what sort of structural
performance you will achieve.

Choose verified timber that you know
is stronger, denser and stiffer for better
performance and peace of mind. l

More information

NORTHPINE LTD

34 Cove Road, Waipu

Ph: 09 432 1155

Email: lee@northpine.co.nz
www.northpine.co.nz

NORTHBEAM

Timber beams, posts and joists

If you want to build an imposing entranceway, pergola, deck
or walkway there’s nothing better than Northbeam for real

strength and character.

Northbeam timber beams from Northpine are made exclusively
from pine grown in Northland because it is stronger, denser
and stiffer than pine grown anywhere else in New Zealand.

A: 120 Foundry Road, Silverdale
P: 09426 4104

F: 09 426 7226

E: northbeam@northpine.co.nz
W: www.northpine.co.nz

Gateway, Pataua South

Available in lengths up to 7.2 metres, these SG8-verified beams
and posts enhance the elegance and aesthetic charm of buildings
in ways that can’t be replicated by steel or other materials.

If you prefer the strength, warmth and charm of timber, insist on
Northbeam. BRANZ Appraised, it’s the natural first choice for
specifiers. Talk to your architect, designer or building supply merchant.

A

NORTHBEAM

A product range of Northpine Ltd

BRANZ Appraised
Appraisal No.886 [2017]
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How to avoid doing
bad business deals

RUDY KOKX SCENE COLUMNIST

Rudy Kokx from Link Northland
has some sound advice.

PUFFERY IS WIDELY ACCEPTED IN THE
world of advertising. (Puffery is when you
make an exaggerated statement where
common sense tells you it can’t be true.)

However, under the strict rules of the
Real Estate Authority (the former REAA, now
REA) you can’t just make any claim to sell
your business (or house). All information in
an advertisement need to be substantiated.
| cannot, for example, advertise a ‘Fully
Managed Business for Sale’ if the owner is
responsible for admin duties 20hrs/week.

Reading of a business for sale in
Whangarei with the headline that it is
‘the Best Business in the world’ it’s hardly
believable, therefore it's OK to print it in
advertising; common sense prevails and
regarded as puffery.

Besides understating the owners’

involvement, also the income to an owner
or shareholder is often overstated, which
makes it hard for first-time business buyers
to determine if the advertised business
venture is going to suit their expectation
and lifestyle. It can be an expensive
exercise to find out the truth afterwards!
The rules of the REA are there to protect
you. Talking to the right Business Broker
can avoid these traps. The broker can be
held responsible for providing misleading
information, unlike a private sale where

you have no protection from the REA. Even

selling through a trusted accountant will not

protect you!

If purchasing a business privately:

« Ifit looks or sounds too good to be true,
it probably is! It is tempting to putin a
(relatively) small amount of cash in return
for all the promises that the Seller has
made, but you still need to do a thorough
investigation (Due Diligence) to ensure
all claims are backed up by facts.

« Under NZ law all deposits are refundable
when you cancel the contract until you
have declared the deal unconditional.

« You may be required to pay a deposit.
ONLY pay a deposit into a solicitors’
Trust Account. Never pay a deposit into
a private bank account of the Seller,
for obvious reasons! It should be OK
to pay the deposit only once the Due

Diligence has been concluded, unless it
is a competing business (in which case a
deposit would be expected at the time of
acceptance of the agreement.

« Document all your dealings and
correspondence in writing. The only way
to secure your investment is to have a
contract with all the conditions in writing.
If any changes are made to the contract
after the date of the contract, ensure
you draft a ‘Variation to the Agreement’
document; verbal agreements don’t
mean anything in court!

» Never ASSUME a fact, answer or
agreement. If you are unsure of a verbal
answer given to your question, ask for it
to be verified in writing. If you don’t know
what a certain business term means, ask!

» Ask an independent Business Broker
to appraise the business opportunity;
involve your accountant in the Due
Diligence and your solicitor to review the
Agreement.

Ensure that your professional team has
experience in commercial law.

| have sold 28 businesses, over $16
million worth. Thinking back to a couple of

Agreements that were cancelled after Due

Diligence, the only reason for cancellation

was lack of trust between the Seller and

scene |E| business

the Buyer. Keep communicating during the
process. Have face-to-face meetings and
build a trusting, working relationship.

If you are selling (or buying) a business

privately and you’re stuck in the process,
call me. If you have a question on how to
complete a Sale & Purchase agreement,
don’t know how to answer a question a
buyer has asked, or if you are unsure of
what information you should provide and
what information you keep until the deal is
unconditional, let me know.

| never charge for my advice and I'm
happy to help you along the way. It's never
about the fee. B

Rudy Kokx is a professional business broker
in Whangarei. For more articles, go online
to: www.BusinessSalesHUB.co.nz

OLINK

Thi attharity on selling businesses

LINK NORTHLAND

Ph: 09 222 0120

Email: rudy.kokx@linkbusiness.co.nz
www.linkbusiness.co.nz

BUSINESS GRADUATE
— AMY WILLIAMS

“I've been working at Perpetual

When you study

at NorthTec, we prepare

BusINESS

& ACCOUNTING

you for the real world and give you

the skills to succeed in your chosen field.

The fast-moving world of business offers a myriad of opportunities for
graduates to find varied, interesting work both within New Zealand and internationally.
We offer a wide range of business-related papers for all ability levels.
NorthTec's business tutors are knowledgeable and passionate, with a wealth of experience in management and

business ownership. Our programmes are designed to give you skills across all areas of management, with opportunities to
apply your knowledge in the “real world” of local businesses.

Enrol NOW for 2018

For training specific to your business needs, we are offering the following papers delivered one day per week for 19 weeks:

e Computing
e Accounting Practices

e Management
e Research Methodology

e Economics

e Business Heritage and Culture
e Strategic Management for Small Business

These papers contribute to the Bachelor of Applied Management or Graduate Diplomas in Accounting; Business;
Transformation and Change; Project Management.

You can also study for the Level 3 - New Zealand Certificate in Business (Introduction to Team Leadership),
or check our suite of online business programmes: www.northtec.ac.nz

TANZ

7 E CAMPUS

STUDY ONLINE NEW ZEALAND

Guardian since early 2016. Time management

and scheduling are crucial to my role here in order
to motivate myself and other people, and it was a key
component of the Project Management study option.”

LEARN MORE: 0800 162 100
www.northtec.ac.nz

Terms and conditions apply

Steyelore

GOFAR

Noho tatathaere tawhiti

SAN
% NorthTec

TAI TOKERAU WANANGA
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First six coastal
villas completed at §
The Anchorage

Project manager Howard Jury
is pleased with progress on
the new retirement village, The
Anchorage, at Marsden Cove.

Set to become the premier lifestyle
retirement village in Northland, The
Anchorage Village, located in the stunning
Marsden Cove waterways development,
offers unique retirement living for the active
retiree over 60.

Construction is now well underway and
we are pleased to see the completion of
the first six villas in Stage 1, with residents
moving in this month. | spoke to one of the
first residents to be settled into her new
home, who said:

"The unit has exceeded my
expectations. | just love the stylish kitchen
and quality fittings and finishings. | don't
think the location could be beaten, all flat
and with beautiful surroundings.”

Located in the growing and dynamic
community of Marsden Cove, The
Anchorage offers a lifestyle second to none.
The marine village and residential areas are
connected by green reserves, beaches and
pathways creating a delightful space for
walking and cycling.

Residents can enjoy the short walk down
to the marina and boat ramp, then stopping
in to the busy Land & Sea Café to enjoy the
views and something to eat or drink.

The building of another eight quadplex
villas will commence over the next few
weeks and we anticipate completion of
these homes by the end of the year.

These stylish quadplex villas are
designed for easy-care living with delightful
open plan kitchens and lounge areas that
flow to the outdoor patio area. The vaulted
ceilings and feature windows in the living
area will provide a sense of space and
ambient natural light.

The two bedrooms are well-appointed
and provide a relaxing environment with

... unique retirement living ...

modern neutral colour tones chosen by a
leading interior designer.

These modern homes are created to
enable a more relaxed lifestyle and with half
under contract already the demand is high.

Upon completion, this unique waterfront
village will provide approximately 200
residential units and residents will be
able to enjoy an exclusive community
centre, swimming pool, restaurant & bar,
gym, bowling green, petanque court and
more. The facilities will become available
progressively as part of an eight-year
building plan, making The Anchorage
Village one of the most desirable retirement
communities in Northland. B

LIVING | 11

More information

Address: Waitemata Drive, Marsden Cove
Web: www.theanchorage.co.nz

Ph: Paea Paki, Sales Manager, 021 618 335
Email: Paea@marsdencove.co.nz

Anchorage Village

MARSDEN COVE

Live the Ulaumate
Retirement Lifestyle

Make plans to live in the premier coastal

community of Marsden Cove, Bream Bay.

SECURE YOUR
2 BEDROOM VILLA NOW
FROM $485,000"

Weekly fee $100*

*Terms & Conditions apply

For more information contact Paea
(021) 618 335 or visit our website today.

THEANCHORAGE.CO.NZ

(09) 432 8379
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WALTON/MAUNGATAPERE

EXPLAINS HOW
PIONEER BROTHERS HENRY AND
CHARLES WALTON CONNECTED

TOWN AND COUNTRY

A central city street here is named
after the man whose drive and initiative led
to a road being built that linked Whangarei
to the food basket of Maungatapere.

Henry Walton was the most
entrepreneurial of three farmers who
staked an early claim on a vast area on
Whangarei’s outskirts which included the
fertile slopes of Maungatapere mountain.

Henry had arrived in Australia in
1838 with his brother Charles and one
Thomas Elmsley, sons of Yorkshire cotton
or wool mill owners. They intended to
farm there but, discouraged by droughts
and convicts, the brothers sent Elmsley
to New Zealand with a purpose.

In 1839 he bought 24,000ha
(almost 60,000 acres) in Maungatapere
and the northern Wairoa area for
a £30 deposit, with the balance to
be paid in goods worth £643.

Elmsley then returned to Sydney and,
with the Waltons, bought livestock and
equipment. They chartered a boat, Viola,
and set sail with 12 farm workers, 33
cows, two bulls, two horses, five bullocks
and some farm equipment. Wheat,
barley, clover, coffee seeds and a year’s
worth of supplies also made the trip.

In Maungatapere: A History and
Reminiscence, author K.M. Stevens
reports that delays in Sydney meant the
goods landed in New Zealand six days
too late to meet a legislative requirement
regarding the sale of Maori land to
settlers. This led to considerable legal
wrangling. It was another two months
before everything reached Maungatapere.

Elmsley had bought the land from
Te Tirarau Kukupa, leader of the Te
Parawhau people of Whangarei, who
held Henry Walton in high regard.

He arranged for his niece, Kohura, to
marry him in 1846. Kohura’s standing
as a chieftainess meant her dowry
would have included even more land.

With links to Nga Puhi and Ngati
Whatua, Te Tirarau Kukupa was well
respected and his decisions regarding
the land sale to the Waltons and others,
including William Busby, weren’t
questioned. However, as he continued
to lay claim to some land he’d sold,
friction led to some settlers fleeing.

The name Maungatapere means
‘meeting house by the mountain’,
despite the fact that the mountain
stands a mere 359m tall.

The area was first called ‘tapere’,
meaning 'theatre' or 'meeting place', while
Maunu was known as Maungamaunu.
'Maunga' means 'mountain' and the
township today nestles between three

2016/2017

BEST
SELLER

Enjoy a two nlght stay at Copthorne Hotel & Resort Bay o
Islands, including one 3 course dinner & daily breakfast for
two people (2 children aged 11 years and under can stay free)

Buy this deal now on awaytogo.co.nz

IMAGES

ABOVE, from left:

Maungatapere Memorial Church, built in
1928; Maungatapere mountain; memorial
plaque at the church honouring the fallen.

mountains — Maunu, Whatatiri and

Maungatapere. The name would have
stemmed from the pa once situated on
the northeast side of the mountain and
the largest in the wider area or county.

Henry Walton named his farm
Maungatapere Park and, in 1846, after the
battle in the Bay of Islands area variously
dubbed Flagstaff War, Hone Heke's
Rebellion, the Northern War and the
First Maori War, he employed redundant
soldiers to build stone walls which today
give the area a distinctive character.

After Kohura died in childbirth in
1846, leaving him with a son, William,
Henry married Kohura's sister, Pehi. A
decade later, she succumbed to a measles
epidemic, as did young William.

In 1859, back in England, Henry again
remarried, a woman called Elizabeth. They
returned to Maungatapere with 24 white
shorthorn cattle and farm equipment.

Walton forged on with his business and
other endeavours. He had a racecourse
built on his farm and, in 1858, a road
built between his farm and Whangarei.

He was active in coal mining, ship
building and timber milling. With his

.ﬁWhangarei

Four-lane Highway
between Welisford
and Whangarei
cancelled

Wellsford .

brother Charles, Henry felled kauri that
was milled at Kaipara Timber Mills
and the pair established the lime kiln
on Limestone Island, where, during

the battle at Kororareka (Russell) in
1845 and the subsequent looting of
Whangarei, women and children of
Maungatapere fled for their own safety.

Henry Walton was a founding
shareholder of the Bank of New Zealand
and in 1863 became a member of the New
Zealand Legislative Council, set up in
1841 after New Zealand became a colony.

Elizabeth had not been happy in
Maungatapere and in 1867 the family,
including three children, returned to
England. Henry Walton died in 1896,
but Elizabeth and three children still
lived in London in the early 1900s.

The Walton name is forever linked with
the city of Whangarei through Walton
Street and Walton Plaza, and with the
fertile agricultural area of Maungatapere.
Some of the trees planted around what
was once the Walton family home are
still standing, tall and majestic.

The Mangakahia Lions Club project to
restore Maungatapere Memorial Church
for its centenary in 2028 is ongoing. The
target of $100,000 has been raised.

Call John Rummery 021 278 3818

or email: rumbo@replicore.co.nz

DR SHANE RETI

MP FOR WHANGAREI

Working with
local Mayors
for Northland

roads

105 Lower Comenon 51, Whongarnol
shana.rtiEparfiomant.govi.ng
o7} 438 9992
focebook.com/ drehaneret]
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PROFILES ART
‘N TARTAN, AN INCREASINGLY
IMPORTANT EVENT ON THE
DISTRICT'S ARTS CALENDAR

The people of Waipu have many
reasons to be proud of their township,
not the least of which is the remarkable
story of Waipu Museum’s Art'nTartan
Wearable Art Awards contest. The event
takes place annually as a finale to Tartan
Month and is now one of the most exciting
happenings in the Waipu calendar.
Eagerly awaited by the Waipu
community, it also brings many
visitors from far and wide
“Art'nTartan brightens up our winter
days”, one resident remarked. “The whole
town buzzes with anticipation and proves
what a creative community we are.”
Art'nTartan has grown significantly
in stature since its inauguration in 2010.
2015 was a milestone year, moving
from the Coronation Hall to Waipu’s
new and larger Celtic Barn, enabling
a bigger audience and facilitating
massive improvements to stage design
and lighting. Entries too have shown a
remarkable advance in concept, design
and materials used to create the stunning
works of art showcased on stage.
Costumes have been created from
aluminium can tabs, coat hangers,
pampas fronds, plastic milk cartons,
vinyl records, and tape measures — and,
of course, tartan in many forms.
In 2018 a host of new categories will
encourage and challenge artists to fulfil
their creative urges. The popularity of the

Set in relaxing subtropical gardens,

with arresting bush and sea views over
Helena Bay on Northland’s east coast.
The Gallery & Cafe Helena Bay Hill are
quite unexpected and exquisite jewels
along the popular scenic route to Russell.

Open 7 days 10am-5pm
1392 Russell Road
RD4 Hikurangi

'black light' category was obvious last year,
both by the number of entries received
and enthusiastic response of the audience.
Entries in this category, this year dubbed
Hllumination Creation, will be featured
alongside those in the other new and
exciting sections. These include Taonga,
Migration Nation and Frost and Flame
(the last of these stipulates costume designs
using only the colours red and white).

The show’s creative team begins
planning the next Art'nTartan almost as
soon as the show is over. Plans are set in
place for new categories, important dates
are decided upon, judges are sought/
invited, and a whole host of willing
volunteers recruited for their various
backstage and dressing room roles.

This year sees a couple of new directors
taking over from Helen Frances. Apart
from a break in 2016, Helen has been
Artistic Director for all the shows. She
now moves to the role of Production
Manager. Her place is being taken by
Waipu resident and collage artist Annie
Newall. Her love of wearable art has led
her to volunteer as Artistic Director this
year. Annie has already been involved with
Art'nTartan for five years and her own
entry won the Supreme Award in 2015.

Annie describes this year’s event as
“a showcase of wearable art with a
contemporary theatrical performance”.
She will work in collaboration with

LLERY
AFE

HELENA BAY HILL

THE

Phone 09 433 9616
Email: pete@galleryhelenabay.co.nz
www.galleryhelenabay.co.nz

PLAII
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former Bream Bay college student Jayden
Rudolph as director of choreography.
Jayden has been instrumental in
establishing Art In Motion — a performing
arts project to replace the defunct Stage
Challenge for secondary school students.
He is also teaching dance with Bream
Bay Ballet in Ruakaka and Kaitaia.
Sponsorship secretary, Annie Everson-
Dawn (assisted by Alma Douglas) has
been hard at work contacting a host
of generous sponsors. There will again
be a substantial prize pool as category
prizes, plus various special awards.

ART 'N TARTAN e
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Tickets sell out fast. They go on
sale May 21 from Eventfinda or direct
from Waipu Museum. Performances
are on Friday July 20, with a matinée
Saturday July 21 and Awards Night
also on Saturday July 21, at 8pm.

IMAGES (above, from left):

A Gathering of the Clans by Sandra Guest;
Loch Ness Monsterette by Natalie Guest;
Out on the Town by Robyn Coutts; Sea
Witch by Penny Goodall and Louise Sims;
Jestural lllusions by Annie Newall.

WE HELP YOU
LOOK YOUR BEST

i

WHANGAREI

& SUIT HIRE

Open hours:
Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm
Sat 9am-12pm

2 Rust Ave, Whangarei
Ph 09 438 8135
info@whangareisuithire.co.nz
www.whangareisuithire.co.nz

Showcasing the best of local and

national artists for over 20 years

Burning Issues

OPEN 7 DAYS

po—
GALLERY

TOWN BASIN WHANGAREI

Ph: 64 9 438 3108 W: burningissuesgallery.co.nz
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Escape

REVIEW

PETROLHEAD DAVID MUIR
FLEES FROM CITY TO SEAIN A
BRAND NEW FORD ESCAPE

Yes, the water really was that blue.
So was the sky, and that’s Mt Manaia
overlooking it all in the background. I had
'escaped', literally, to beautiful Parua Bay
on a cool but clear Autumn morning.
This is a thoroughly modern family
sport utility vehicle (SUV). There are three
models available — Ambiente, Trend and
Titanium. Front Wheel Drive (FWD), or
AWD (All Wheel Drive) options. I drove
an Escape Trend AWD, with a 2.0 litre
EcoBoost turbocharged petrol engine.
There’s a 1.5 litre EcoBoost version
available, and a 2.0 litre diesel engine
for the Trend and Titanium models.
It’s quiet enough — no engine roar,
and the Continental tyres on the 18-
inch Trend alloy wheels are thankfully
quiet, too. Plenty of engine power is
delivered through the 6-speed automatic
transmission to satisfy daily driving needs.
(Ford's innovative engineering
technology is clearly impressive;
the 1.0L Ecoboost has bagged
International Engine of the Year award
an astonishing six years in a row.)

IMAGES

Top left: 2018 Ford Escape Trend under
the gaze of Mt Manaia.

Top right: The red Ford Escape Titanium.
Lower right: Trend interior; Escape’s 1.5L
EcoBoost and twin-scroll 2.0L EcoBoost
engine options combine turbocharging and
direct injection technology to maximise
power, while helping you save on fuel.

WHANGAREI BRANCH HAS RELOCATED

My test car, courtesy of PMG Ford,
was a beautiful metallic grey colour called
Magnetic — one of ten colour options
available. The cabin is compact but
comfortable, upholstered in charcoal cloth.
The Titanium model has leather upholstery.

There’s a lot — no, make that a HUGE
amount — of world-leading innovation
here, in terms of driver-friendly interactive
electronic technology. Ford has stolen
a march on most of the mainstream
competition, and that’s bound to be
a major buying point for some.

It’s all because of what Ford call
SYNCH 3, a software system based on
Blackberry’s QNX. It’s compatible with all
Apple and Android products; the graphics
on the console screen are crystal clear.

It would entail a whole essay to explain
it all. T’ll just say that overseas pundits
have declared the SYNCH 3 system to be
the best in the world. I advise a visit to
Pacific Motor Group to see for yourself.

The new Ford Escape has so much
to offer. Learning how to use the
technology takes a little time and practice
to commit things to memory, but the
PMG Ford team are all highly trained
in using this technology and enjoy
teaching their customers how to use it
and explaining the benefits of using it.

A lot of it is to do with keeping drivers
safe on the road, so it's important. The
objective is to get customers confidently
and safely using the driver aids that THEY
want to utilise. None are compulsory,
but all of them make the driving
experience more pleasurable and safe.

The Ford Escape is a great car. Very
versatile, and intentionally designed
to appeal to a diverse market.
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There's a lot — no, make that a HUGE
amount — of world-leading innovation
here, in terms of driver-friendly,
interactive electronic technology ...

UNDER
THE HOOD

The 1.5L Ecoboost delivers 134kW
power and 240Nm torque.

Interestingly, the SUV is the biggest-
selling segment in the automotive world.
By definition it's capable of handling
off-road terrain and carrying a decent
amount of gear. And therein lies the beauty
of such motors — incredibly versatile,

active family-friendly, on or off-road, The 2.0L Ecoboost delivers 178kW

and offering extremely high levels of power and 345Nm torque.

technology at affordable prices. W
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MOUNT SHOP
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For Expert Advice & Quality Products
Call Anthony on 09 929 9724
or pop into

103 Cameron Street, Whangarei
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MR ED HAS WRITTEN AN OPEN
LETTER TO HER MAJESTY THE
QUEEN. BUT WILL IT EVER GET
POSTED?

DEAR, DEAR YOUR MAJESTY!
Greetings and salutations from here,
the very South and Pacific bowels of
your mostly departed Empire. Land Of
The Long White Cloud, the land Down
Under ... and Long Live The Queen!
There are a few important matters I'd
like to raise with you, Ma'am, but first
things first: belated HAPPY BIRTHDAY
wishes for April 21. I am sorry I couldn't
make it for your party, but I so appreciate
the invitation. It takes pride of place on
my humble mantelpiece. (I've had to
remove six cat photos, but that's OK.)
I'm clearly having a bad run, because I
can't get to Harry and Meghan's wedding
either, on account of a prior engagement:
Poker night with the lads at the home
of T.Y. Coon, the retired local grocer.
Ma'am, you and I go a long way back,
to the very day of my own birth, in fact,
when my own dear Mama decided my
middle name should be Charles, in honour
of your little nine-year-old rascal ... that's
right, the one who grew up to be a bigger
rascal and is still waiting for your job!
So you'll forgive me, I'm sure, if [ overstep
the mark as I speak Truth to Power.

THE HATCH

The recent arrival of His Royal Cuteness
is no doubt A Good Thing, but I fear for
his wellbeing in this cruel, merciless world
and Age of the Internet / Insta-Everything.

What chance does the poor lad have

of any kind of normal life? I fear that his
every movement, indeed his every bowel
motion, will be scrutinised beyond the pale
(pail?) in the so-called 'public interest'. I
feel very sorry for the lucky so-and-so.

Since there seemed to be some difficulty
coming up with a name for him, I was
going to be bold and suggest 'Stephen' or
'Charles', but someone gazzumped me and
called him Louis online the other day and
it seems to have stuck! (Why you'd want
to give him a French moniker is beyond
me. All the blimmin' Yanks are going to
call him 'Lew-iss'.) Still, he's arrived safe
and sound, and that's the main thing.

THE MATCH
You'll be pleased to know that The Very
Big Event on May 19 is cause for huge
amounts of party planning Down Under.
Many of us Kiwis are Royalists at heart,
but it's so Politically Incorrect to say so
that not many here are prepared to shout it
from the rooftops. It might offend not only
the Socialists, but the Republicans as well.
Not to mention the Democrats. You've
got no idea, Ma'am, how the average Kiwi
bloke and blokess you knew from back
in the day has turned rather ... wimpy.
So, take it from me, there's going to be
a truckload of quiet parties organised up
and down Godzone around the weekend of
May 19 in honour of the Happy Couple.
All very hush-hush and on the qui vive.
Just like the bad old days of World War 2.
The word down here, again just quietly,
is that we really like Meghan. Some like
her so much they call her Meg. (Just
one syllable and easier to spell it right!)

Kiwis don't really care about Meg's race,
religion, wealth or celebrity status. From
what I hear around the traps, we just get
the feeling from what we see and hear that
she's a good-looking, styley, level-headed
young thing who's not too far up herself,
if you'll forgive the expression. So we

can hardly wait for The Very Big Event.

I bet you're looking forward to it, too!

THE DISPATCH

Now, I hope you didn't think the heading
above was a reference to your 'shuffling
off this mortal coil', Ma'am. Lord forbid!
We reckon you're good for at least another
decade, if genetics are anything to go by.
(Poor Charlie! And will Camilla ever be
Queen, do you think?) I can hardly wait
for that joyous day in 2026 when you send
a birthday card to yourself! What a hoot!
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No, the word referred to our very
own PM and pop princess, Jacinderella,
who was dispatched to your palace
recently at tremendous taxpayer cost.
She's 'showing', as you noticed, and soon
will be bursting with Glad Tidings.

A lot of fuss has been made here about
her being 'preggers' while carrying on with
the job. (After all, she is but a woman.)

And I wonder, Ma'am, what kind
of fuss was ever made when you were
'with child' - twice, in fact — all those
years ago, while still working fulltime
24/7 as our beloved Sovereign.

Finally, a quiet word of warning to
thee about Jacinderella — she of the big
big smile. Beware! She is a Republican.
She wants you and your lot gone.

I say: Long Live The Queen!

Your most humble servant, etc, etc. |

Welcome to Flames Restaurant.
For more than a decade our
teams have been creating quality
cuisine that warms the soul and

COME INSIDE TO ENJOY FINE FARE

is relished by your taste buds! 8 Waverly SFreet,
With inspirations from all corners FLAMES Onerahi
of the globe, we invite you to relax RESTAURANT & BAR  Ph: 09 436 2107
k and indulge in all we have to offer. www.flameshotel.co.nz )

Comfort Hotel Flames

\

Tracy Lowe, local franchise owner

y Just add water!

Call in and see the best collection of freestanding
baths in Whangarei! There’s bound to be one to
suit your new building or renovation project.

Beautiful bathrooms, factory prices!

Open Mon-Fri 8:30am-5pm; Sat 9am-3pm

33 Southend Ave, Whangarei
P: 09 430 0981

W: www.plumbin.co.nz/contactus/Whangarei

E: whangareif@plumbin.co.nz
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LOW KM’S DEMONSTRATOR CLEAR OUT | TWO ONLY - MASSIVE SAVINGS

SCA P R N -Reverse camera & parking sensors
E E T E -Apple CarPlay and Android Auto Integration
-Blind Spot Information System

FWD -Auto Highbeam

-City Stop
-Traffic Alert

ESCAPE ESCAPE

PMG Ford
52 Porowini Avenue
Whangarei

PACIFIC MOTOR GROUP P 09 430 4470 Go Further

www.pacificford.co.nz

ALL-NEW

ECLIPSE CROSS

From

$34,990

LY

For the first time striking design, seamless connectivity driving and exceptional safety have come together
perfectly in a bold new SUV. To explore many of the features and experience it for yourself contact PMG today.

*Price listed is for Eclipse Cross 2WD XLS. Eclipse Cross 2WD VRX pictured. Brilliant Red colour pictured available for an additional $500. Price excludes On
Road Costs of up to $400 which includes WOF, Registration and a full tank of fuel.

PMG Mitsubishi |
p M G 70 Porowini Avenue | # | Mitsubishi Motors ‘
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PACIFIC MOTOR GROUP

; DIAMOND DEALER
Whangarei Wi MITSUBISHI
www.pacificmotorgroup.co.nz P 09 4304390 ﬁ MOTORS




